
"If o man does not keep 
pace with his compan­
ions, perhaps it is because 
he hears o different 
drummer. Let him step to 
the music which he hears, 
however measured or for 
away." 

Henry David Thoreau 
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As you damned well know, DRUMMER 
is an international magazin r fl ting, 
for lack of a better term, th Leath r Phe­
nom non these past ten years. In many 
areas, leath rand its mystique ar volv­
ing; there are a f w spot in whi h om 

em to have gone on to other thing . We 
ar b oming awar of huge ar a wh re 
th y are just now discovering it. In 
Europ , its m to be at an all-tim high. 
In many m tropolitan centers, it i under­
going om transition du to th AIDS 
scare. In most place it is b ing n w ly 
dis over d a an alternativ to fluid­
exchanging vanilla ex. Not only with 
gay , but with het ro exual a w II. Aft r 
all, th " traights" have b n I d to mu h 
of their fashion , their recreation and 
ent rtainm nt by gay . Why should I a­
th r x b anything diff rent? 

The premise that it is possible to hav 
exual enjoyment without risking inf c­

tion makes all tho e fetishes which don't 
involve body fluid exchange all th mor 
desirable. Particularly if they turn you on. 
And leathersex does have that t nd ncy, 
heaven knows. 

One of the my teries of the immen ly 
popular International Mr. Leath r ont t 
held each May in Chicago is their abs nee 
of follow-up. Very little is heard cone m ­
ing the winner by any publication outsid 
of the Chicago area. Getting photogra­
phic coverage out of its promot rs i lik 
pulling teeth-eventually, th r i a 
standard banner-over-the-shoulder­
holding-ros s shot. The b t way to g t 
any decent hots of the b ef, e p ially 
anything offstage, is to end your own 
photographer. The resulting Int rna ­
tional Mr. Leather is es ntially on hi 
own during his reigning year. Although 
promoter Chuck Ren low i xtr m ly 
gen rous with hi priz , ho pitality and 
tran portation to th winn r, hi 
b tw n-th -conte t promotion i zilch. 
Thi year m to be not in th lea t 
different. 

Fortunately for u , we have large fil of 
th winn r, Patri k Toner. We had th 
di tin tion of di overing him and h ha 
gra d our pag and cover . H wa an 

ntry in our la t year's Mr. North rn Cali­
fornia Drummer contest and ha p r­
form d at other , his mo t r ent 
app aranc b ing at the Mr. outh rn 
California Drumm r show at Prob in Lo 
Angel in May. His win i well-d rv d 
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